
The Mersey Forest In This Area
The Mersey Forest is a 30 year project in Merseyside
and North Cheshire. The largest of the twelve
Community Forests in England, it is an expanding
network of woodlands, creating new opportunities
for work, leisure, wildlife and education. Located
on the eastern edge of The Mersey Forest, Rixton
Claypits Local Nature Reserve is a special place
for wildlife and nature conservation.  If you would
like further information contact your local
Ranger Service or call The
Mersey Forest 01925 816217.
www.merseyforest.org.uk

Footpaths
Almost all parts of the Reserve can be reached
by a network of routes. The paths shown in
continuous yellow on the Reserve site plan are
safe to walk along – please keep to these paths
and do not stray onto wildflower meadow areas
or conservation zones.
Footpaths are continually being upgraded and
improved. Occasionally footpaths will be closed
when works are taking place or where other
management activities on the site pose a risk to
visitors. Please follow diversion instructions
should you come across them during your visit.
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The Ranger Service
Warrington Borough Council Ranger Service
became responsible for the management of the
claypits in 1986 and manage the site for nature
conservation. The Rangers patrol, manage and
monitor the site to deter misuse  and vandalism.

     They also organise
     community events, work
     closely with schools,
     uniform and voluntary
     groups. For further
      information contact: Ranger
     Cabin, Rixton Claypits Local
     Nature Reserve, Moat Lane,
      Rixton, Warrington WA3 6ED

         Tel: 0161 777 9726
          e-mail  Rangers@warrington.gov.uk
         For more information on

events on the Reserve pick up a ‘What’s On in
Warrington’s Parks & Green Spaces’ booklet
or visit our web site at www.warrington.gov.uk

Welcome To Rixton Claypits
Local Nature Reserve
Once a clay extraction site, Rixton Claypits is
now a Site of Special Scientific Interest and a
Local Nature Reserve.
The Claypits are a wildlife haven where both
the keen naturalist and casual visitor will find
things of interest. Easy to follow paths will take
you to ponds, wildflower meadows, quiet
corners and woodland.

History Of The Claypits
Until the 1920’s the area on which the Claypits
now stand was farm land.

Clay Extraction: In the 1920’s clay extraction
began leaving several deep pits in the process.
In 1965 this work ceased and the area was left
to nature.

Recent History:  Much controversy and debate
has surrounded the pits. Ownership has
changed hands on a number of occasions as
several applications for landfill were made and
rejected.

Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI):
Following a number of studies SSSI status was
given to area 3 in 1979, followed by areas 1
and 2 in 1990. More recently all areas outside
the SSSI have been noted as SBI’s, grade A (Site
of Biological Importance). In 1996 Rixton
became a Local Nature Reserve (LNR).
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How To Find Us
BY CAR: follow Manchester Road (A57) out of
Woolston. Pass the two M6 roundabouts and
travel a further 1 mile. About 300 yards past the
garden centre turn left into Moat Lane, alongside
the transport café. The Ranger Cabin is 100 yards
on the right.
Presently car parking is only available on the
public highway (Moat Lane). Please park
carefully. We also ask visitors not to use the
private lorry park.

BY BUS: the No. 10 bus from Warrington stops
on Manchester Road near Moat Lane.
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