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co Birdingl
DIFFICULTY RATING I

Llanddulas
Time to testyour scoter D sktllsl
rThis smalL bmestone minins village is an
I idarl<irc frnm whi.h ro restvour

seawatchjng skills, easily r€acdd from the A55
and with a car park alongside the boach for

Nestling between the popular holiday
destnntions of Llandudno and Rhyl, the
coastline offels much to the visiring birder
Colwyn Bay holds huge numbers ofcommon
Scoten dudng ihe winter months, these being
join€d by a few handfuls ofvelvet Scoter and in
r€cent years three or four Surf Scolers, th€
males a jewel of a bird with their rcsp]€ndent
nix of orange, white and black.

OK, this is a daunting task, but if you are
lucky to owa one of the high-end tel€scopes, the
tide is high ad viewing conditions suitable
them is a rhance ofaddingone ofth most
difficult rcgular' ducks on the British list. Jusi
viewing rhe Conmon Scoter flock is an
incredible sight, though, with mayb€ up to
20,000 bids present in wintel

The area also hosts occasional Long-tailed
Duck, Scaup and dive$, with R€d-throated
being by far the mostnmsrous The beach
hosts a lew oxpectedcoastal waders and

d

crid rei SH 906 786
F'ostcoder LL22 8HG
How to get the€: Lying on the 455
betw€en old cown and Abe€ele.
Frcm the A55 atjunction 23, take
Wbn Road and flllow to the beach car

WheE to park F€e Parklng on ihe

Dlstance and tlme: All dependent on
how long it takes to get on to ta€et

Terr.in: The car park is ididy level but
with pebbles The beach has larBe

rccks alone,
Aclesslbilltla Open all year round.

Suitable for wheelchails along the
coastal path, which is also a cycle path.

Facilitie$ Plenty oflaclllties within a

short drive. Basic toilets opposite the

Public transpor! Aniva bus fumber
1 2 Rhyl to Uandudno ant!€busco-i./&
nearcst rail station AberEele & Pens€rn

Sit€s nearblx Go 8/lrdltgs - CorNVy

RSPB 6larch 2OO4 & March 2006),

Gteat orme @ctober 2001), Rhos on
Sea.

Club contact$ CWd Blrd Recordjng

GtoL]p cbrAor&uk
County r€cordei lan Spence,
ianspence.c (afiintemetcam
W ebsii€t nodwal es' d k gca u k
we U d ndlhwa les,Wspotc o uk
Maps OS Apbrer OL'l Z
OS Lrndrdnger 1 'l 6.

claucous- lceland and Mediierlanean Gulls are
occasiona.lly present. The bay is now throngsd
with wind iurbin€s. ofien controversial. but in
this case they at least provide a helping hand
wh€n trying to locate the distant birds.

a Sc.n out to *. th.l.rae *ot€r fl@k ls
I dktantRazorbllls.ndculllenot m.v

b. plck d up ln trl8ht C€nerally cl6.r ln
a€ GE.t ce*.d GEber R€d.bMsted
M.rEan$r, comoBnt and sha8 Gannds
temrM.nrShe.M.t r, skuas and.h.ne
of tEclt's PetEl .ft6r autunn 8da
.iThe dver mrv hold Gey and Pl.d
Zftst lls, K.;ti€l and common w.rbteE
du ng sPrlng and summ€i Good vl*s
of m.rtlns and swdM durlna sunm€i
LrEe nlmbeF of fnch65 House sPaM,
Unndts and pa.*ge Whetears chane of

aAons the beach ch.ck iorTumston.
rtRhdd HMi cu d, oysteEatcher
and R@k Plplts. Gllls may be iorn.d
by ocGsloel Glau@ut l@l.nd and
Medlter6n.an. The beach to{ads Pen*m
glr a b€ttor ch.ne ofsandetllng, whll€
S.d Bunthg ls a posslblllty durlngwlnt.r


